. STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
BEFORE THE STATZ ENGINEER AND
CHIEF OF THE DIVISICN OF WATER RESCURCES

20e¢

In the Matter of Application 11822 by Pollock Pines Water Company to
Appropriate Water from two Unnamed Springs Tributary Regpectively to
South Fork of American Hiver and to South Fork of American kiver via
Webber Creek, in El Dorado County, for Domestic and Industrial Purposes.
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Decision A. 11822 D. 7h2

Decided _ May 5, 1952

000

IN ATTENDANCE AT INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY THE DIVISION OF WATER

. RESOURCES AT 1HZ SITH OF THu PRCPCSED APPROPETATION ON AUGUST 17, 1949:
Euell Y. Gray Applicant's Representative
-John F. Bonner Prot.estant 'a Hepresentative

A. S. Wheeler Senior Hydraulic Engineer
: Division of Water Resources
Department of Public Works
Hepresenting the State Epngineer
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OPINION

General Description of the Froject

The application contemplates an approPriatioﬁ of 0.2 cuble
foot per second from an unnamed spring directly tributary to South Fork
of_!msrican River and an appropriation of O.l cuble foot per second from
an unnamed spring tributary to Webber Creek which in turn is tributary

to the same South Fork. Use is to extend year round and the purposes to
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bs served are domestic and industrial. The proposed points of diversion

are described as lying within the NEZ SWi of Section 25, T 11 XK, R 12 E,
and within the NEX SE% of Section 31 of T11 N, R 13 E, M.D.B.&d.,
respectively. A pump, 100 gallons per minute in capacity 1s tc be in-
stalled in connection with each of the proposed_diversions. The project
also includes a conerete sump at the first named spring, a small conerete
. diverting dam at the other spring and a distribution tanke 4 4 inch pipe
line 3900 feet long and rising 206 feet is to lead from the first named
spring to the distribution tank; from the other spring the water is to
pass first by gravity through LOOO feet of 3 inch pipe to a pump sump
whence it is to be lifted 110 feet through 800 feet of 4 inch pipe to -
the distributing tank. The propbsed place of use lies within Sections

25 and 26 of T 11 N, R 12 E and in Sections 21, 32 and 33 of T 11 N,

B 13 E, K.D.B.&l. In this connection thé application mentions "Pollock
Fines®, "Reichert's" and "Tuman's" subdivisions, "fresh pong® and "summer
homes adjacent to Highway 50", As to domestic use the appliéation also
mentions 30 residences and gardens at Pollock Pines, 350 homesites, 12
stores, and gardens not to exceed 1/2 acre each., The appliCation states
that the applicant is serving as a public utility and does not own the
land upon which the water is to be used.

| Protest
Pacific Gas and Electric Company protests the applicatioh;

setting forth that the diversions proposed therein 1lie upstream with
respect to the protestant's diversions, and that the proposed diversion
would detract from natural flows to which the protestant is entitled
under prior appropriations. The protestant asserts under such appron.

priations a right to divert 10,000 miner's inches (200 cubic feet per
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second) from the South Fork of the American River to and through its
American River Fower House and a right to divert 100,000 miner's inches
(2500 cubic feet per second from the American River to and through its
Folsom Power House. The protestant asserts that all water which it
diverts under the appropriations mentioned is used for the generation of
electricity sold to the publie; it argues ;hat any diminution of its
supply for such purpcse would be against the public interest.

The applicant answers the protest by asserting thaﬁ.the grant.
ing of the application will in no way interfere with existing water rights
as the springs are remcte from the river and the amount of water which

they contribute to the river is negligible. It complains on the other
hand that the protestant has recently installed a large pump at one of

the springs filed upon and has been pumping water from that spring with-
out apparent authority. The applicant further states that the applica-
tion is made to relieve a serious water shortage, residents of Pollock
Pines being out of water every day and haviné to carry water for house
use. '

Field Investigzation

The parties having stipulated to an informal hearing as pro=-
vided for in Section 733(b) of the California Administrative Code a field
investigation was conducted at the site of the proposed appropriation on
Aygust 17, 1949 by an engineer of the Division. The applicant and the
protestanﬁ were represented at the investligation.

| Records Relied Upon

Application 11822 and all data and information on file there—

with.




Discussion

According to the report of the investigation of August 17, 1949,
Spring No. 1 (the spring in Section 25, T 11 N, R 12 E) is formed by a
rather extensive seepage area in the bottom of a draw tributary to Long
Eavine, which in turn is tributary to South Fork of American River. The
report states that the yield of this spring when visited was 0.075 cubie
foot per second. Spring No. 2 (the one in Section 31 of T 11 N, R 13 E)
was not visited as it was understood that objections to diversions from
that spring had been withdrawm. Xr. Gray {representing the applicant )
stated that his company's meters indicated Spring No. 2 to be then yield-
ing at the rate of 10,000 gallons per day. In that connection Mr. Bonner
(representing the protestant) stated that the spring just mentioned, in
September, 1947, had been observed to be yielding 16,000 gallons per daye.
Mr. Bonner also stated that until the several factions proposing plans
for the serving of the area settled their differences and decided on cne
plan for the area and in so doing eliminated some of the filings made,
no concessions could be expected from the protestant. Mr. Bonner inti-
mated that if it should be decided that the applicant is to serve the
area the protest might be withdrawn, if the applicant would use Spring
No. 1 only for the purpose of making up deficiencies in supply from
Spring Noe. 2 and from other supply sources ﬁow in use, and would agree
to a reduction of the amount sought from Spring No. 1 to, say, O.1 cubic
foot per second. Mr. Bonner also suggested ﬁhat storage be developed in
lieu of dependence upon diversions from perennial flow, intimating that
his company would not object ﬁo a storage project, inasmuch as diversions

thereunder would occur at times when, usuzlly, there was more water in

| American Rive: than the Pacific Gas and Electrie Company coﬁld USo s
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Accorcing to the Plzcervilile Quadranzle, U.5.G.3., the
apnlicantt!s Spring fo. 1 is tut Little rensved fro the thresd of

Hlong CenyonY which in turn, sone £.5 zlles aownstres s, aniters South

For or asericen River, The Pacific Gas sud Ziectiric Coapany
diversion vhich serves iis Aserican 2iver pover nls:t teads aboul 1.5
Hmile below the asuth of Laﬁg Canyon. The diversion serving the
Pacific Gés and Ziectric Commauy's Tolsom nloant heads on Axrican Fiver
sone 33 diles uownstréam froa its Asericen Eiver nlant.

Accordinz to the sase mar, the spnlicortls Spring No. 2 lies

-

on Or nraciicsily an th tr Forlk of “ehher Cresv. A

scaled distance of shout 9 7iles Jownstrean from Svring Ho. 2, the Iarth
Tark of vebser Creel enters Tenber Craexr and soue 20 niles fartrer
downstreaﬁ azber Oreek enters South Fork of Alerican River, It is
rougtly 12 miles farther downstreas o the intake of the condult serving
Folson power hoase,

From ihc two preceding narsgraphs 1t is zoparent that water
issuing froxn Spring Yoo 1 wsy vess throush both of the protestontls
power vlanis and water issulng fron Spring Yo. 2 @ay pass through the
Folsom plant. It £ollowes thet if the apﬁlicant civerts water froa the
two springs =nd prevents that water froa returning to tne nataural drain-
age the orotestart will be denied the use of sate water that would other-
wise e =yeileile ©o it and, to tat extent, will e injured.

In view of intimations during the fleld inveetization of Ancmst
17, 1679 that the profest 2i.ht be voluntarily wittdrawn the Zvision for
a tine deferred =2ction. That nosition éppearcd to be stirengthened by an

oral statezent by Zarl F. Zacon, Presideat, Pollock Pines - Fresh Pond



Public Utilities District, an Anril £, 1950, to the effect tl at neg—
Otlﬂtl”ns were in progress with = view o the purcrese by that Districi
of the Pollack FPines ater Company's water ri-his. Ca June 25, 1250

.

vr, Zuell T. Grey (renrssentins Pallock Plnes nter Compeny) stated

o

orally that nesotiatisn for vight of war vas o be continuec, also

&ﬁd
“J
o
=
&
o
|--l
=
}—J
[
=
3
¥a
bl
i_a‘o
o3t
3
<t
®
)
[}
h
]
]
t;o
i3
fe
3

that a bond electing to 2e he
tha matter. Iy letter daied Tebrusry 3, 1052, lUr. Gray advised that
proceedinss to eccuire ri:zrt of way Dy counGernailon hed been initiated

and would te nresscd) end he asied thet actlon be t=iren if poszivle upon

The Pocific Jas and Zlectric Zompany as stated in an sarlier
paragrTenh asserts an approoriative rijht to aivert 200 cuzic feet per
second'tbroﬁ54 its Folsoa Power House. In protesting :pplication 9142
(by North Tork Ditch Coiparny) the saze protezsiant asserted a fight

vased upon on alleged filing in 1872 in the amount of 100 OCO ainsrls

[

inches; the renewal of thai approoristiosn in 1335 end the comstrucilon
of Falsoa Ceu=l to divert 120C cubic feet wer second; and continuous

utilization of the flow of Aserican Fiver ot Folsou DZama up Lo IGO0 cubic

feet per second, since 1765, In U335 vater Supnly Paper 493, page 171,
the operaiing cennclity of the cansl serving Folsom Pover House is staled

to be ab it 1260 cudic feet par second., IP 1s assumed for the purposes

1

of this discussion that an ewnts pessing Folsoa Pover House in excess

s

of 1200 -ukic feet »mer secmd are <ubject to apnrooriation. It is furi™er

asswied thaet eammts passing Folsoa Power House are subeglantially the
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The deotes AUOA,”RlCA the flow of thu Aﬂerican River at Falr |

Ozirs has risen aiove 1200 cublc feet var secsond, accpru z to the USES

Va ter Supn 17 Pepers, have raunged from zboal Octaber QO to about Jamisry 31




and aversgea about Decewver 12, The dstes upon which that flow has fzllen
helow 1256 cioic feet per second heve rerged froa abrut lary 19 to about

July €5 and sverrsged about July 4. It envpesrs therelore thal wnewnooprieted
water exists in .oerican River, shove the Folson Pcver douse, on average,
from abhout Dece-her 17 to aboat Jule & and occasionally exisis as early
25 Octﬂbfr 20 and as late es'Jaly 8. Cuviously vhen anapnropristed
water exists the nrotestont con hove no velid otlection to its
utilizetion in the menner that the enolicout proposes. Ia visw o2f the
considerable voriati-n of the dates bﬁtwéen wiich unenpranriated waler
exists, the difficulty of their deterwminaiion and the sumall amounts of
water invalved, lillbaul n of the diversion period by celendar dates

in such verzit zs sey De isgued apnesTs unwarrsnied. However in view
of the evidence as oo the yield of the two snrings the amounts to he
diverted shoild e lizited, in any pernit issued, %o not more than 0,1

cubic foot per second frou Sprins To. 1 znd not more then 16000 gellons

per day Troc Sprins Ho. Ze

Sumuary end Conclusion

Unappropriated water exisis at tiaes in the sources froa
wkich spoprovriztion is sousht uncer Apnlication 11322. Such wéter may
be taken and used Heneficially in the aerner nroposed in that annlication
withnut injury to any downstrean user., Adjustuent of the protest by
rezotiation Teiween the marties enoears unlilely =nd further defefment

of sction Ty this office 1* unwarrenied., In viev af all the circwmeferces

nffice that the applicetinn should be spnroved,
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it is the ovpicion of tri



subject to the usual terus end conditions, but with diversions thereund

o
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limited in agount £o 0.1 cudic foobl ser sécond fraa Spring ¥el and 14000

gallons per day from Sprins 0. 2.

ORD=

Applicantion 11222 for a pertit tn aopropriate water hesving

been filed with the Tivision of “ater Resources as above steated, a

=
ct

State Enzineer novw weing fully inforzed 1

IT IS FERTRY ORI that spolicatien 11522 te spproved 2nd
that = perait in the rediced snounts of 0,1 cudic Toot per second frox
Unnazed Spring Ta. 1 and 16000 gallons per dop
he igsued to the spilicent, sicisct ton suach of the usuesl terss and
conditinns as may be apor-opriate,

VITUZESS my hend and the sezl of the Denartaent of rFublic

Yorks of the State of California this Sth day of May 1952.

A, D, zdmoaston
State Znglueer

‘protest having veen Tiled, a stizulzted herring heving bess held and the
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